The scientific core of nephrology has been stimulated and sustained by incorporating new concepts and techniques developed in other disciplines of science. This need has become particularly apparent in the recent past, a period that has witnessed the rapid emergence of genetic and molecular approaches to the analysis of cell function. In addition, biophysical and immunological concepts, as well as biochemical approaches provide powerful new insights into a broad range of nephrological research. Many of these advances have taken place in areas outside of nephrology. We believe that it is mandatory for the viability of nephrology as a scientific discipline to be cognizant and receptive to progress and new developments in other fields.
Based on these considerations, the The aim of the Forefronts Symposia is to allow for intensive personal interaction between nephrologists and non-nephrologists, with about one-half of the participants from disciplines outside nephrology. To guarantee optimal exchange of ideas, Received for publication February 10, 1989 © 1989 by the International Society of Nephrology the meetings will be kept small and involve investigators active in the respective field. The organization and selection of participants in each Forefronts Symposium will be the responsibility of its Chairman, who is to be selected by the Director and approved by the Executive Committee. The Symposia will be held in various countries. Editorial summaries of the symposia will be published in Kidney International to familiarize the international nephrological community with the thrust of the scientific advances.
ISN has set aside a special grant to support the participation of junior scientists.
Two Forefronts Symposia have already been held:
